
HOW DOES THE ISLAND-OCEAN CONNECTION 
CHALLENGE ADDRESS THE CLIMATE CHANGE CRISIS? 

Restoring islands and their habitats stimulates new carbon sequestration through flourishing native plant life and 
island-ocean ecosystem processes. Carbon-rich habitats like mangroves, seagrasses, salt marshes, and coral reefs 
are powerful blue carbon ‘sinks’ that absorb and store carbon – but only if they are protected and thriving. 

We are assembling a global coalition to combat climate change by collaborating with funders, Indigenous 
Peoples, local communities, scientists, nongovernmental organizations, and governmental leaders. Together we 
have the power to foster healthy, resilient, carbon-sequestering ecosystems that can provide the first line of 
defense against severe weather and other climate impacts. 

RESTORED AND PROTECTED ISLAND-OCEAN ECOSYSTEMS OFFER NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS 
FOR CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION.  

THE ISLAND-OCEAN CONNECTION CHALLENGE AIMS TO CAPITALIZE ON THESE NATURE-BASED 
SOLUTIONS BY RESTORING AT LEAST 40 ISLANDS BY 2030. 

 TAKE URGENT ACTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS – GOAL 13 OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

Damaged coral reefs have been shown to heal faster when their adjacent island-marine ecosystems are restored and protected. These reefs 
are critical to rebuilding ecological durability and maintaining climate change resilience.

CLIMATE



INCREASING CLIMATE RESILIENCE FOR THE GENERATIONS TO COME 

Collaboration with local communities is vital for an integrated, unified approach that protects livelihoods and ensures sustainability.

Island populations are immensely vulnerable to climate change-related extreme weather. 
With storm surges and sea-level rise a constant threat, there’s an urgent need to restore 
marine-island ecosystems to protect these communities f rom flooding and erosion.  

Indigenous Peoples have long understood and managed their natural resources in the 
context of island-to-sea connections. The Island-Ocean Connection Challenge prioritizes 
key local partnerships to reestablish the natural inf rastructure unique to each island.  

JOIN US TODAY IN THIS CAMPAIGN OF HOPE AND RESILIENCE!
We’re calling on funders, Indigenous Peoples, community champions, scientists, nongovernmental 
organizations, and governmental leaders to maximize the benefits to these interconnected ecosystems.

Support the Island-Ocean Connection Challenge at jointheiocc.org
For inquiries, fact sheets or interview requests, please email iocc@islandconservation.org

https://jointheiocc.org/
mailto:iocc@islandconservation.org

